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MIAMI — An ultimatum to 
Cuba’s civilian population to 
turn in all combat weapons by 
Sept. 1 has prompted renewed 
’speculation concerning the 
Castro regime’s internal posi- 
tion. 

Cubanologisfcs here view it 
as a concern of the Cuban 
Government to collect that 
loose firepower in an area of 
. potential internal resistance. 

Those not abiding by the ul- 
timatum have been warned 
they will be brought before 
Cuban revolutionary tribunals 
where the maximum sentence 
is death. 7 1 

Disarming the civilian popu- 
lation represents a reversal of 
form for Fidel Castro since 
the early days of the' revolu- 
tion. 

'All the People Are Armed’ 


The order to turn in all 
combat weapons specifically 
noted that neither members 
of the military reserve nor of 
the Committees for the De- 
fense of the Revolution were 
exempted. 

It is in these group’s one 
would expect to find the most 
ardent supporters of the re- 
gime. * 

The first ultimatum came in 
a joint “Preventive Notice No. 
1” issued Aug. 13 by the Mi- 
nistry of the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces and the Inter- 
ior Ministry. 

It was somewhat apologetic 
in tone and at one point said 
“we beg all our citizens to for- 
give the trouble this may 
cause them and to give their 
utmost cooperation in carry- 
ing out the decision . , .” 

A Second Notice 1 

A second, more tersely 
worded ultimatum was issued 
Aug. 20 as “Preventive Notice 


He often bragged that “all 
the people are armed” in 
warnings to his enemies! 

And a declaration of Sept. 
3, 1960, proclaimed “the right 
of the people to arm them- 
selves , . . .to defend their 
rights and destinies.” 


No. 2.” 

The quantity of uncon- 
trolled combat weapons float- 
ing about in ' the country is 
unknown but the Government 
itself said in the intial order 
that it is “large” as a result of 
the 1959 revolution. 

“The . majority of these 
weapson,” said the order in a 
rather flimsy justification for 
calling them in “are in bad 
condition as a result of lack 
of proper maintenance.” 

Castro officials also ad- 
mitted that “the struggle 
against our enemies requires 
of us rigorous control of all 
the combat weapons existing 
in our country.” 


